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ARTS ONE PROGRAMME: 1977-78

Arts One is a nine-unit, first-year· programme of liberal education. It is taken
in place of three other courses, and students are awarded credit for English
100 (3 units), Philosophy 100 (3 units) and three units of first-year History.
Each Arts One Group studies a particular theme, and each theme is
approached via a reading list which includes works from a variety of fields.
The format of Arts One (see below) and the theme approach enables students
to devote considerable time and energy to each of the readings and to their
essay assignments.

How is Arts One organized? An Arts One Group consists of a maximum of
120 students and 6 faculty members. Students participate in three kinds
of classes: Group meetings, seminars and tutorials. The entire Group meets
once a week for two hours in order to provide a common core of experience.
At these Group meetings lectures are given by the staff or by invited guests;
sometimes student productions are presented, panel discussions held or films
shown. Secondly, each student is a member of a seminar which consists
of a faculty member and a maximum of 20 students. The seminar meets twice
a week, one and half hours each time. In the seminars the texts are
examined, ideas from the Group meetings are discussed and some student
essays are read. Thirdly, each seminar is divided into tutorial groups
consisting of 3 or 4 students and the instructor. Each student attends one
tutorial a week. Here student essays are read, discussed and evaluated.
In addition to these three kinds of classes, individual conferences are arranged
when required.

Who participates in Arts One? Any student who is accepted into the first
year in the Faculty of Arts or the Faculty of Education is eligible to apply for
admission to the Arts One programme. (Students planning to enrol in other
faculties may be eligible; they should consult the Faculty concerned.)
Application forms for Arts One are included in the authorization to Register
packet sent to each student admitted to UBC; also forms may be obtained from
the Arts One office. These should be returned to the Arts One office by
Tuesday, September 6, but if a student has not submitted an application by
Registration Week he or she may still enrol, space permitting.

Students of all kinds, listeners as well as talkers, find Arts One rewarding.
Aside from the intellectual experience of bringing ideas together in intriguing
new combinations, the process of achieving a comprehensive grasp of a subject
and the opportunity to receive individual attention, students find that one of
the great benefits of Arts One is the experience of observing the ways a
variety of minds respond to material, along with the discovery that one's own
mind is capable of much more than one suspected.

How are credits and grades assigned in Arts One? Students are required to
do at least as much writing as those taking English 100, normally an essay
every other week. This written work is submitted to the instructor in
tutorials, and is the primary basis of grades.



Nine units -of credit are given for successful completion of Arts One, and the
students must take in addition two other courses (6 units) to complete a
normal first year load. Students who have completed Arts One are able to
take second-year courses in English, History and Philosophy. The Calendar
for 1977-78 should be consulted for the pre-requisites of other departments.
Course counselling in Arts may be obtained through the office of the Senior
Faculty Advisor in the Buchanan Building, Room 207, (telephone 228-4028).
Members of the Arts One faculty will be available during the summer to
discuss the programme. Appointments for Arts One counselling may be made
by calling the Arts One Office (228-3430).

Other activities: Each Group goes on at least one weekend retreat or
symposium - usually in the Fall.

All Arts One classes are held in the New Arts One Building - a funky but
friendly structure just west of the Education Building. There is a coffee
lounge in the building and students are encouraged to use it, as well as other
facilities. In the past, students have organized social activities, film series and
a literary magazine, among other things. The faculty plans to continue its
weekly informal lunch-hour programme - cynically dubbed "Darkness at Noon"
- at which guests from the campus and the community are interviewed and
invited to express their ideas.

Timetable: Next year there will be two Arts One Groups. The themes and
reading lists are described on the following two pages. Below are the
timetables. A student must pick ONE group and then two seminars in that
group offered by the same instructor. Tutorials will be arranged during the
first week of classes; they will be scheduled to fit in with your timetable.
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Group 'A

VIEWS OF REALITY

Staff: P. Brennan (English), P. Burns (St. Mark's College), G. Creigh (English),
L. Daniels (Education), J. Hermes (Sociology), F. Newby (English)

"KNOW THYSELF" - a challenge to every thinking person since Plato and
Socrates.

Can we free ourselves from our own hidden assumptions about the world?
Can we overcome our prejudices, our upbringing, our cultural biases?
Is there one truth, or many? Some would question even the existence
of truth, other our ability to find it if it does exist. If it does not, then what
does form the foundation for our actions, our beliefs?

During this year in Arts I, we will read ,books which make claims about who
we are, where we come from, and how we should lead our lives. In our
seminars we will discuss (argue sometimes) what our tradition says we are.
We will consider the logical, analytical search for truth and the imaginative
perception of reality. We will also compare our tradition's beliefs about
reality with those of other cultures, some radically different from our own.
You may feel more at home with the ideas of other cultures in some areas of
your thinking. We will ask whether such ideas are reconcilable with the
assumptions we make in our culture.

PROPOSED READING LIST 1977-78

The books will be read in the order they are presented here:

TIMETABLE 1977-78
GROUP A • "Views of Reality" • Large Meeting Blue Room, Tuesday, 10:30·12:30

GROUP B • "Self and Society" • Large Meeting Blue Room, Monday, 9:30·11 :30

Large
Meeting

MONDAY TUESDAY

10:30- Large
12:30 Meeting

10:30-
12:00

11 :00- Daniels-LA4
12:30 Burns-LA2

2:30- Creigh-LA3
4:00 Hermes-LA5

9:30
11:30

9:30
11:00

11.00
12:30

2:30
4:00

Lazerson-LB3

. Straker-LB6

Carolan-LB1

Hundert-LB2

Ratner-LB4

Seamon-LB5

WEDNESDAY

Brennan-LA1

Newby-LA6

Creigh-LA3

Hermes-LA5

Ratner-LB4

Straker-LB6

THURSDAY

Burns-LA2

Daniels-LA4

Carolan-LB1

Lazerson-LB3

Seamon-LB5

FRIDAY

Brennan-LA1

Newby-LA6

Hundert-LB2
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TERM I

Plato: "Apology", "Crito", "Phaedo"
Euripides: The Bacchae
Shakespeare: The Tempest
Fowles: The Magus
Cassirer: Essay on Man
Dostoevsky: Notes from Underground
Jung: Memories, Dreams, Reflections
Skinner: Walden II
Marx: Communist Manifesto

TERM II

Whorf: Language, Thought and Reality
Lee: Freedom and Culture
Neihardt: Black Elk Speaks
Achebe: Things Fall Apart
Hardin: Esker Mike and His Wife Agiluk
Darwin: Excerpts from Origin of Species
Tennyson: "In Memorium"
Polanyi: The Tacit Dimension
Russell/Coppelston Debate
Yeats: Selected Poems
Kuhn: The Structure of Scientific Revolutions
Gombrich: Art and Illusion
Roszak: Where the Wasteland Ends



Group B

SELF AND SOCIETY

Staff: K. Carolan (English), E. Hundert (History), M. Lazerson (Education),
R. Ratner (Anthropology/Sociology), R. Seamon (English),
S. Straker (History)

Does society exist for the fulfilment of individuals? Or do men and women
realize their full humanity as members of a community? To what extent are
our private selves defined by our sex, family, religion, country, culture?
To what extent and in what ways do we together create 'society'?

As our title indicates, we plan to focus on the relationship between the
individual and the public cultural contexts in which he or she develops.
During the course of the year, we will read, articulate and analyze varying
answers to the questions posed above, and because those answers depend on
the writers' differing concepts of human nature, we will concern ourselves with
their definitions of humanity.

Our reading list centres on classic texts. It includes poetry, opera, novels,
plays, political philosophy, sociological studies, historical documents and films.
In time and space, the readings range from Greece in the fifth century before
Christ to Britain in the nineteen-sixties, from the specific personal reality of
Laing's families to the imaginary land of Plato. Philosophically, their span is
equally broad, from the existentialism of Camus to Marx's communism.
Taken as a totality, they present our theme from a wide variety of
perspectives, as it appears to young and old, citizen and sovereign, man and
woman, liberal and conservative.

PROPOSED READING LIST 1977-78

TERM I

Sophocles: Antigone (plus film)
Plato: The Last Days of Socrates
Plato: Republic
Aristotle/St. Thomas: Selections on Natural Philosophy and Government
Tocqueville: Democracy in America, Vol. II
Whitman: Leaves of Grass
Freud: General Introduction to Psychoanalysis

Civilization and Its Discontents
Mozart: Don Giovanni (plus film)
Kierkegaard: "The Immediate Stages of the Erotic", Either/Or, Vol. 1

TERM II

Tolstoy: Anna Kerenina
Aries: Centuries of Childhood
Laing: Politics of the Family (plus 'case study')
Hobbes: Leviathan
Machiavelli: The Prince
Genet: The Balcony
Zola: Germinal
Marx: Selections from the Grumdrisse
Camus: The Stranger


